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ORATIO F. MAXIMIA' NI BFNIAMI 
CRiMiNSIS oR.DINIS CONVEN­

nul.um $. FranCJfci: Infrcunda Do-
llllnica Acf1frntus Dom ni. 

M. D. L x. l. 

AD ILLVSTRISSIMOS, ET R.EVE­
rtnd1Jimol Lt.!)<l'tOJ, & r~ttY(!J Patrts Sllcri 

Ou~tmtnici Tridtlll llll Concilrj . 

V A M bene(prr:mdum iit Jlluflrisf'lml, ae 
Rruereni slìmi Patres, Antiflires uigilantisr1 
mi ,cu:ufuis ordmis Aud1tores ornarislìmi, 
gu:~m:::jue prolixe <!le :tmpl1sfima Seruatoris 
no!1n benignitate,& clementi:J.,nobis iplì rol 
li ceri poslìmus:ex i1s,qu:rnobis hodirrna die 
propofira funt,& aur1bus no!1ris haufìmus, fa>= 
tis,arque fupt r nos cdoceri,nemincm udlrum 
ignourc arb1tror. Per faull:islìmos namquc 
nunc-ios ntJ!.a grata,ac iucunda mortal1bus dc 

feruntur,etcn im coecos illuminari,furdos aud1re,claudos incedere,mor­
tuo' refurgerc, & pauperC's euangeli:zari: qu:d la:r.tu, quid iuwndius, 
qmd m1lius proponi poterat : Ex quo contemplati l1ccr incred,bllcm. 
D<'i bcnelìcentiam,& ommum nollrum procurat10nem C'JUs immenfam. 
Porrofìtant:r rC'i m:tgnitudini exponend;(,tantum m1hi ingenii,tantaq1 
d icend1hcultas effer,quanrum obtemper:..nd1 ftud.um fuit: noR dubita 
um profC'<'l:o ,fiubula hzc pro loci, tempons, freguemisfimi, ac flun­
-:~uam laudatisfm11 confdfus d1gmrate,& exJillm:ltiOilC' pcrfequi.Qt!am 
• 11 dJfflcu\u.tes al1z r.on mmorcs t:mto oner1 'mpartm mC' faoant: tctu 
poris angull:ix, ex itmere Ime patauio m hac hornda hy<'me, wm:ani1 

mi 1 tum corpom defarigat1o fufcepta. Huc acced1t, quod fcrc impa­
n.tus t an rum negocii fufcC'pi, faius enim,quam re1 i p fa poftulabat,mihi 
cztC'rum occupat1sfimo delatum fuit. atta m t'n ( ut res effet habitura) 
rnalui .multorumreprehC'~fìonC'm ~ubore, guam tantam rem denegare 
ii1, qu1 nonft:~lum corpoTIS, fcd an1m1 quoquc me1 poteflatcm omnem 
propemodum habent.DJ~am igitur,& breuner d,cam:qum potius re m, 
de qua didurus ft1m,paum perfiringam,d],us ben1gnitate frC'tus, qu1 da t 
•erbum Euangcli:zanti 1 &fcrmoncm reéèum ,a c bene fon;tntC'm u rtu­
te multa. Incomprehcnftbdis 1llc re rum omnium parC'ns, & audor,c:ua 
fa rum caufa, fimpLmfima unitas,uC'ntas ineff:tb1hs 1 fumma bonitas, & 
indcterml~ata potcfias1qui cundain unitate impLcar,explicat in ucrita 
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tr,effimdit prr bonitatem,cu:us centrurn ubique,quia culque rei inteTior' 
rfl,quam ipfa fibi,circunferentia nufquam qtua extra cun<~h exifiens,ita 
fupereminetuniuerfa,ut cuiufque rei fummum apicem dtgnitate ex ce h 
b.timmenfa. hic,inqtlam,rerum ommum &offictorum fons, & origo, 
ut ipfe mtrabtlts, ita admtrat.one dtgna ratiombusqu1bufdam mcommu 
tabJ!tbus,xternis,& lhbt!tbtl~ coocrerni ftbi uerbi, ac quodam c ut ita di­
xerim)flatu coocrerni S.Spiritusfu~,femptr optratus dl,& ufque modo 
operatur. A c primum omnium cum probtratis potefiatifqur fur fpeci• 
me n nobis dare con(ì:ttuiiTet dmma quadam, & ftbi infita ui, rebus omni 
bus ordme digefiis,f1c effinxtr hominem,ut n.h1l antiquius unquam fibl 
fui!Teuideatur .'At ipfe a multereuirx fona tmpulfus( proh dolor )uxo 
rios affeéius dtuino pra-cepto prxferre aufus, ex fumma fxl citlte m fx 
disfimam deuoluirur calamitatem : fapienria exuttur,innocemia- orna­
tu fpo!Jatur: ex folo uberrimo, in t erra m rnbulos ,femefque ferentem 
pel1ttur,amarisfime renfi1rus, a qu:mrisbonis excidem,quanras uicJsf1m 
in a::rumnls mifer inciderit, quas etiam nunc cum noflro magno malo 
experimur. equidem qui$ morbos ~numerer! qu:s moriendttot uicrt 
incerras !tot pericula,curas,atqttè mems recenfear! mflamur ctbis,folui 
mur i~iuQ.IO,cur:r maceranr,guies hebetat. ~~d plura! q1115 non uidrt 
hommes terra- incolas,effe monbund:s membm,leubus, & anxtis men 
tibus. brutis,& obnoxiis corponbus,dJsCim.ltbU> monbus,fim1!Jmis erro 
r1bus,peru caci audlcia,pernnaci fpe,caiTolabore,fonunl caduca, tar­
da fapienua,wa mone,quxrula uira: Non fu m tlmen t or mala,ramqtJe 
uarix cahmitares, quas mobedtemix peccato fecmn aduexir homo, 
quin maiorfuerita:terntDei in homtnem proucdentia:gui eu m ranquam 
ab alra fpecula pra:uideret, a quanti> bon's exctiTurust•ITer. e a rame n 
fumma Dei bonitas hommi do/Il elargttafu:r,quanta ne 1pfe qu1dern e.x 
pctere, aut excog1rare pouuiTer. Acernmam mQ:enit apmudtnem, eu~ 
ius uinumerofisf1mam rèrum ft'nem pe1C1;xre ualeret, memonam, 
qua m uere rhefaurum quendam rerum arbttrari po!Tumus. Non deell 
lnquamplurimisfaridlCUS ttem fpmrus,& qux Deum mododeceat,per 
fpicax fururon11n infpdbo. Add1ra dì pofiremoloquendi pottfiasin 
ter cunéi:a fumme mJrabilts ,flexam na, atqtlt' omn mn regina orario, 
qux non currenrem modo exc,tare,fed & langucnten1 posftr commo-­
uere. H xc in homone tal\\ magna funt, argue adeof,zfpictenda, ut ho4 

mine m ipfum m:raculum magnum,anmll adorandum,&uencrandum 
nonnu!l1 dru!nlOTe quodam fp;rttu conou,~ mteriore mf'trutl1 faptcntll 
n:mctlpandumexlfl:mauermt. Ha:c funt in ipfo. qtta:uero pr:uer ipfum 
( Deum tmmorralem) guam a fimt ! ccelum expand t, fulgidts Stelli• 
adornawr: cocloaffìxtt 8okm aureis fplendenttm fulgonbus: Luna m 
fec1t noéimagam 1 ut obfcura noébs illuflret: rerram coegit, ar~or;bus, 
h_crbts,flonb~s de~orauit : f~n~es aqw.u~m, ad ~~andam hommum f1· 
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tiin, prxparauit: ProcedC"nte deinde rempore,2c crefctntC grncrc,~ 
in omnem malttlam ucrgente, qma Uldebar incurabLlia efrtt uu\nera: 
operatores malos,quaft fomemum quoddam ;nutlle,abolemr,relu~ìo iu 
fio LI lo, qui rad1x,&origoforet hum:U11 generis: quorurfu~ inflaur.<~to, 
cleéì.osdeinceps Patriarcas,prxceprores dt:dLt ,qUI fua u:rtute omm:s 
no~ infhtuerenr, & quali mt'dtcos,qm xgrotantes flnare poiTent, Pro­
pheras monflrar, prodtgia fac1t. poflremo omnium poutfaéturus fuo­
rum abdTum benefioorum ,umgenitum fiLum, ex patem.s fm bus exur 
genrem ad nos m1f1r: qu1 fufcepta forma ferui, ex V1rgme n:.rus, nobi­
(cumuerfarus,omma nofìrafertns,genushumanum ptcClm opprd­
fum J«cens ,a terr1s in ccelum fubtraxLt . ~1s ua\eat cogaarione, ne­
dum orauone, compleéh ranrorum bentRc,orum meufuram, magnitu­
dmem, excdlt:ntllm ! Bapnfma nob;s comul1t, rcm slionem pecc:tto­
rum,ulrion;s abfolutlonem,regn:qut pofft"sftom:m: n1finita bcuemere n 
t1bus bonl prom.sfir,porrexltqllC manum,&: .n rota cordl fpir1tum effu 
d;t,oleo iufìm:r nos unx1r, quo 1pfe un&u~ erar,cu us grar1a,&: mJencor 
d;a nos femperprzutwt a pencul1s Lbeur,erran! es reduw,ignoranru 
doeer, peccantes compir,rnfhr1a affet'ì:os confolarur. S1 cad,mus,eri 
gn,(1 l'hmus,rener,li profic,fc:mur,ducir ft ufmmu~,fufcipit. o m.ram Ser 
uJromnofinlarg1ratem. F t ne fwguh perfequmdo,l Jng•us qua m tem 
pom anguilla= expo/lulant,dmageturoratlo,·n mcmonam uefìram re­
uocare Patres,quicqmd hod.ernafant'tl fulngeLi leélio in aure~ no~ 
lìras infundn. Perpend1te,qu:a.fo, &:: ad um.:rnl menris ueflra: redeun­
tes 1 :ntucamuu, qu:mtafmt e a, qua: fidc\1s, mltlsfunus med1cus m lìer 
Chntlus 1 ad Iohannem dcfern ~t~bet, &mdcb1t1s modo corpom par­
tem 1 aLquJndo rotum corpus ad famrarcm refl1tui ,& id quod more 
abfiulerar, adu.ram reuocan. Fa:l1x nuncium. C'o.:c• u;dent. cbud 
ambu!anr:furd1 aud:unt:leprohmundamur: mor:u. refurgunr.quicqu d 
morborum,& Ult,crum contraxJt gcnu'ò..humanum,Tfum hb1 cauf• tu.r: 
qu;cqu:d benefic,orum conf(cutus c il, Deotantum, n~ mm:mum qul­
dt:m hb1 ,acceptum reft"rre debt't. Chr fìus nofira~ :..·gr,rudmcsu:dcns, 
~l.quanufper moram rraxtt, tandem uemensuen.t,& fanamt. lntcm­
pore ( inquitfapten>) cr,r ref;Jeélus!llorum .rolltre morbos, & uul­
n~ra, magnum quidcm efi, ft'd td longc ma1us ,u113 funélos: ad u1ram 
reuoclrc ,d uero maxmmm ommum,&. quod mt ns Immana 111X cape­
re potcll,monem umcere,•u/l,ficare crtdcm es,Jd uir:un graua-,& fide i 
fufClure quofcunq; per pcccawm mors abllulcrar,Ca:tcrum recond1Cl 
mag1s penerrantcs,dtilotnuus mtueamur,qui,qu:.tlnuc: rnot bt funr,quos 
hod1t'rna d1e Chnllus fa'nar. Magna proleòo oJam1tas dl,luml!l.bUJ 
pnuarum eiTc ,qu•a hunc 1pfum fole,!l1• qur fuo numme Jlluflrar umut'tfa, 
lntuen non I!Ct't: quantocalamJtohus efi, mcnm ac1t111 obtufam habe• 
n: • ne dica m czcam,qua qu.s proh1betur,ne m uerum folem 'qu1 Chri .. 



Gu~ c-n ) obutum Agt rt posfir i feufuum ianitJtt ,Carni t f. bt rtlft lt!undi 
d e!Jcru, in cymmuii1 obfcuriort s,ha:r rfum rr nt bras aurahimu:.nol1te 
ambular t ( mqult Paulws) !kur g cntes t mbulant , in uanituu fcnfur 
ttnebm obfcurat_um habenus inrdldium, a!Jtn:l t l a uia Dd pl"r igno­
nntl:l.m, qux d\ m !!IJJ, propt ('r cz otattm cord1s ipforum. Cz cifunt 
o_nmes , qmabEcclefra Roman:t. d~f,c.irnrn , non folum fuis ltgJbu• 

~~~:n~;.~~e~i:~:~.r!~~r~~~ ~,:,:::5n~;; ;n~:~:1r~~:f~~~~~;~~~:·~t~ :~~ 
deant • An non legifi11,quorquot domum Lorh obfedc-runt,fori1 rnan­
fdTt' & ocul1s fudfe capw• l An non U!d1Jl1s , Rcgit Syr.z phabngct 
infhu8as 1 populum Dci oppugn<tntts m czcoratt m mcid1fft f CbudJ 
ftmt 1l11, qm unum tantum pedtm habenr, aur cum duos habeant , uno 
t:lntllm mcedunt: huaut fu nt rllr, qm fidem folam ad fa luu:m confequen 
d:tm fatrs dTe t:xrflrm:m t , aut qui rantummodo doéh·n1,non ex empir•, 
ambubnt. hi :1 giona z terna dereéti repu!fam pauentur: ccreu1,&clau 
dus non mtnbunt m templum. Heus uos, quruobr1 Chnfium rmrnn­
dum propofu,fTe raélati1, fide·, &operrbus : operrbus, & Rde ambula­
te , qwa alrerum fme altero dTe non pot efi. Antdhtft doétrin;,., &. 
t xemplo, ex empio, & doélrma,& utroque fimul , iter ad Chnfium 
fufcipite, qura rpfe trl, quifacitfal1rt' ficut ceruus claudum, &d:~udrcan 
tem robuftum reddere promJrr. proprcr quod remdfas m:mus, & folu 
n . genua erigrre ) Paulus Jit ) & n-éios greiTut fame ped bus ue­
fl ris 1 ut non daud;cans quis errcr, magie 2rucm fanttur a Chrrfio, qui 
identrdcm lepram genus morb• 2b hommlbrles homines faCJ tns, mun .. 

~:r~o~!~7~r,;~:; ,{6~~!~~~~"r!~~:;,~~ai;r~~~:fq~~~~~:~q~.:~~~ ... r~:l~ 
muhos,ac uarios m fecrt populos curus enam, ut diUerfz leprz, in flcrr • 
lireris leguntur, in carne, rn cap:tc, in crinrbus, in barba, in una corpo· 
ris pane, totum obrc:gent cor..,u;, fie druerf;r hxrefum formz reperml\ 
tur. in Chnftoclpite, rn fcdeftz erufdemdomo 1 infanéìu elllclu­
min:blls, in crrn.bus,hoc tfi,m f cclc:frx ca-remonus, haertfis lmgularia, 
hzrefis generalts: hmus fanc leprz.rudJcium,& exprat10 foLs facerdo­
r,bus concelTa fui t. Surdi audJUnt : ut 11lr aunbus nptl elft d1cuntur 1 

quiuocem uar,eure,,nternofcere nonualem, ficrnfacrislrttm Jlio• 
furdos cenfemus dfe , quiintellrgunt, &f1mtelligunt non:obrcmpe­
n.nt: aure• fuas 2ggrauauerunr 1 ut non uuclligncm ( :1.11 Prophera ) 
qu:.tnquidem a:gm udmem mirandan1 , an potrus tmfe randam dJcam, 
uix fme poffum. Rderate obfecro aures ueftras1 qui ad uoce m rnc aa 
n.ntis rllas obturafiia, tunc audreris 1 & mtdlrgetrs . .Src fier, ut non fo· 
lum auditum rt'df..netis 1 fed et! a m qur per illum iamdiu mortuJ ellrs, ad 
uitam g rat1a: refirruemini per Chrrfium , qUJa irfe di , qui uiurflut. 
o morbo• ;owlnen,quz~acnofir~tLmpellarc uniu~rfum !tr! or be• 
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terra rum i ~t uaraunr,grau:ua funt,oppri~nant,confumunt. ~1ndo m l• 
g1s t ot xgmudmes inualuerunt l( lnquitJ!Ie,ut doéìus Jtafl,~rhu) Oll~­
rua improb1tas , intempuantl3 occupar, o m ma a r~do 3:>:JU~tans , & '.u 
fliti:tt ram1le dc:u1ant, inob!Jquumtendunt: uJ I;CUICJIU! dcmque emma 
ltcent, ~ando unquam amb1t10 petulantJOr,qtiJndo cupid1ras mOam 
mauor,quando audacia aduerfus pierarem loquendl,dlfputandt,fcr,bell 
d1,aut fecurior, aut frequtnt1or hm f quando in popu\1s re rum fJcrarum, 
quando facramentorum, qul.ndo dauium & flnéìorum pr~cep101_u~ 
a Oft modo negltgent1a,fed contiptus maior~qu:;.ndo apernus Reli~10 
nollra, & fidesludJbrio,ud te11u1 plèbeculz fmt l Pallonbus gr ex non 
obttmperat. Ponrd1c.bus Prmcipe~ non puent,nec Sacerdotes popu­
lus uencrarur: Tempi a fpol1ata: 111de Sacerdotudeua(ì_;arz d1 ruta: : 
facnllciz conrl.miuara:cor:remoma: fublata:: funt . r1dentur,& 1mdc:urur, 
qui eat memur,& magis qui obferuanr: Sed qui habttat m calts irride­
bit eos. Sedendum Patrn Optlmi,&flendum e !l, dum recordamur 
Syon illtui1qux in primordus fu1s tam f1orens, purl., & fpeciof3 fu1t, ur 
omu:um uedentium effct corunum, & anima una m Domino. At quid 
dJcofedeAdum 1 mfurzendum potJu~>,acnter mllandum,& omn:bus u1rf 
bus agendum,ut fch!fmau,hxrefe~>lcandala,ab E cclef1a De1 rollantur • 
Pro fè quJq; uellrum,quos iam UJdco accenfo5,& inflammato1ad pen­
cu!a qu:rq; fubeuuda,ueld,fcrimmc u1t:t: fi1:r: condJtC: agrcgc uellr() 
turb<~m \uporum tmmanisfmll.m arcete. Vob.s nondecr,r,qu, dJXIt:u() 
b1fcum fto ufque 3d confumationem b:cul1 .Lik,mquam,uobls adem: 
ftudra udìrafouèb:t: conatui& u,res augeb1r: lmguam cxped.tam f1. 
CJet: or:auont eloquentlam addct: rnge111o fuppet1as feret. Hvc:rufa ... 
le m hzc m:fl tca, qu:rfua uerullau: auml ,& corrofa mnum O:unarur, 
.a uobt;; mllautatlonem expeétat: uob1s hic labor dcfertur: uobts h1c 
locus rd1étusefì; uèfirum hoc èlllludmm: uc.>fi ra mttre11: ad uos ft:t· 
état. qu:lntUm de txpeéhtiOil C ucfira dttrahc.'rètUJ 1 n m !111111 3W'"U· 

flu ,m q.11bus uuiunfam fccldiam confl,wt:~.m tudeus, ab ofhC!o ~e~ 
Hro decedcr~uolucnm. Vos1uO;;,mquJm uel1ra faplt"ntla,auétontate, 
d ,!JgentJa p01 erlis proUidere: hlC 1.k caufa huc conucntflrs. Sufc1~.ute 
ijLtur caufam mtcgnr:ms,fiJn rrllgL::Itlt.i: fufcLp!te caufl.m uefì:ram, & 
ommum nofì:rorum capim Chnl11, CIUfqJe u.c es JmermgerentJs.hJIC 
Paulu!l uosadhortatur 1 f1c en.m tt:fbrum n·l1quit: auend1tt' uob1s , OC 
tUJIUCr~o gregi 1 in quo uos Sp1rau1 fJm'lu~ poflllt 1 fplfcopos regere 
Ecci~ ha m Dè1, quam acqUifuur fangumc: fuo .1n ha ne curam,&cog.u. 
~lOnt eo alacnu.s, &luben~tus mcumbere debeus,guoma us pra:fid1um 
m R.egJbusforusf1m1s, Prme1p1bufq; opttmLs,& porentLsf11n,, confi,ru .. 
rum w de tu : qu1 omnes opera m fuam :auxLirum, & :auélorit:nem pro rc­
Lglone , fldeq.ue conferu~nda, & ampLfìcanda ,J,berepolltccntur: qui 
qwcqmd confilio,labore,mgc,~o,~onflarma,ec. Oudio poJTuD:t; id om• 



m u b'~poriùtum,&dcfenrnt.TupiePont.Max.aDeofar."qV:zm. 
A :HO Il uocatus, fuper geme~,& regna pofìtus,qu<m abfentem per•nd(l, 
3< pr~fentell1 a!Joquor: quod Ca>p1flil3m pt1fice. id, quod refaéìurum 
omn no non dubJtlmus,qui~'Pf' quod huc neruos omnes intendfris &. 
<Oilltu~ .onmes conruler:s,qul facrofanéium hoc Occumenicum c~,cl 
],um ih.l x1fh: ex omnum Cnd.nalium Ctt!U wros ampl1sfimos doòri~ 
na c\ari~fnuos, u rtuubus !lluflres,tua fungentespoteflatt /wc m·fllìi;to~ 
[p&opos,Abbares,Religionum Pra:feéìos, pietate & re!JgioJ'e infto; 
Mnes accedere 1usftlì1. ~orfum tandem: mfì gUia,cum de fu m ma rl! .. 
rum agatur,al!quando pareres,quo.d dm lJ3rturieras! Agite igirur pra-,. 
flanufnn· Patres, uos menpfoscolltgemes conftdtrate, gua de caufa 
patr.,s,commod s pcfl hab.us, ou bus propr1is derd.étis,huc comendJ-.. 
flis: quot per.-cula. mrer conuemenJnm fitb1.lìis, & mh1! uobis rt!JqLI! fa­
CJct:s, qu ll :d omu no abfoluats, guod ram dm a uobis un:uerfus Orbii 
terTlrum an:.:iis mem,bus expe<'tat. Sic ca:ciras lll ulum tentbrzm\u, 
ce m 1 furdltas in aud.tum ,claud catio inrtéìum incdfum, lepra in niti­
dJ~fnnam cm t'm, mors in u tam conuenentur: pauperes, & m1ferrimi 
i1!J,qu1 tand.u fame' laborant,Euangelicum panem efitri("ntes ,Jllum ala­
ui an;mo,qu n por:us au~de,fufcipJenr,quosiam uidne uideor, nif11l ma­
gis deftdcrart, & expedare. Tu uero Chrifle feruaror nofier m nobi' 
effice,gua:fo,ur f1cutomnesnos unamlucemhabemus undm fidem 1 

unum bapt1hna, umun Detlrn,unl fpem,unum fpir ,rum: fie fit ccmmune 
flud;um, in una fide, in unofcufu, in una uocr,in una Charirat@: in una 
den:que ru:, mor~:mque m:n lìrorum perm•nend•, ac perfeueranCi1 cb,. 
temperantta. Vnma tandemfìt Petri domus a tet:leéla ,&d let'l•, 
canroqtte fiud.o complexJ.. iubegua:fo, non!oanni folum per nuri­
cio$ de'fari 1 fed German.a:, Gall.a:, H1fpan a:, Itala: un:uerfx Euro­
px, nuper ad Jmemis orb•s part.bus, uel exteris qu bufcut,que nationi­
bus, a re omn a uu!nera obl1gata effe omnes morbos propulfaros, qua­
fcunqut a:gmudmes delmras, aduerfas quas!JbCt ualetudcnes, & cm­
ma tandt:m m ala ad fanitatem refi1tura e !Te. Tu, qut ft:mper mirab.l1a 
opcraru~ es: hoc unum l10d1erna die a te peto, qumtotus h.c confe!Tus, 
umuerfa ha:c fanéìislÌmomm'patrum corona, hocprafernm mane am­
mi fordtbus fandisfìma confesfione, & facrofan<'ia: Euchartf!Ja:fum­
ptione exp1atis,fcelera labe deterfa, fumm1 Pomificis autìomate no­
x a quacunquc d1tm/Ta, deteéto capite, popl1t1bus humi iacmubus,ma. 
n;bus mca:lum exrenfìs, profufìs ]achrynJJ5 obfecrat, obrefl:nurque: 
ut Ecclcfta pnflmo candon reflituta , fint' Jabe, fine ruga, propulfa­
tis omnibus morborum gener1bus, ualewdmem mtegram conft:qua. 
uu. ~od nobJs quamprimum concedall tu, qui omnis farutaU5 ~! 
!luétor. R l X I. 
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